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Industrial studies’ Lean Manufactur-
ing class is partnering with a San Jose 
manufacturing company for a project.
Th e class, taught by lecturer Dianne 
Hall, is currently working on a project 
with MASS Precision.
“It shows that they’re still manu-
facturers in the Bay Area and shows 
that they are interested in hiring the 
students that have the skills we are 
teaching them here at San Jose State,” 
Hall stated in an email.
MASS Precision, located in San 
Jose, is a manufacturing company that 
works with frames and metal through 
all phases of production, according to 
its website.
Hall said the class had their initial 
meeting at the company on Feb. 26.
Th e class is bound by a contract 
with MASS Precision to not reveal 
specifi c details, but said they are 
working to improve production at the 
company.
“We’re following the fi ve-s method-
ology,” said Shing Tse, industrial and 
systems engineering major. “We’re 
coming up with plans to improve ex-
isting operations, and to eliminate 
waste in all aspects.”
Th e fi ve-s methodology is a produc-
tion model that increases production 
effi  ciency in the workplace, according 
to the Clyde House Business Develop-
ment website.
Th e process includes “sort, set in 
order, shine, standardize and sustain,” 
according to the website.
Tse said some of the areas they 
are trying to remove waste is in time, 
emissions, money and product waste.
Tse said the seven wastes include 
overproduction, delay, transporting, 
over-processing, inventory, motion 
and making defective parts.
Th e class was divided into four 
groups, and the project consists of 
eliminating the seven wastes, said 
Bale Huynh, senior industrial technol-
ogy manufacturing major.
“Th e net result will save money, 
and we’re going to help develop lean 
products that are more effi  cient,” he 
said.
During class, Hall said she dis-
cusses aspects that go into lean manu-
facturing and reducing waste in the 
manufacturing industry.
In one lecture, this included ana-
lyzing production time and fi guring 
out what to do with the waste of a 
product.
Th e class discussed things like 
eliminating work by moving people or 
adding machines to create an assem-
bly line balance.
Hall mentioned how these aspects 
are directly involved with the project.
MASS Precision will be off ering an 
internship to a student here for the 
fi rst time, Hill said.
Th e partnership was coordinated 
through alumnus Jason Cross, who 
now works at MASS Precision, Hall 
said.
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Students 
working to 
purify water 
in Ecuador
A total of 26 att endees packed into 
the Engineering Building Room 336 
for the spring kickoff  meeting of the 
Engineers without Borders SJSU Stu-
dent Chapter on Tuesday evening.
Tim Hendrickson, a junior civil en-
gineering major, said he heard about 
Engineers without Borders when he 
used to work for a civil engineering 
company.
“I’m most defi nitely going to par-
ticipate (in the organization’s ef-
forts),” Hendrickson said. “I think, 
as an engineer, it’s our duty to help 
out our community and the rest of 
the world with the abilities God’s 
given us.”
Th e chapter began in 2006 and 
is currently waiting on approval to 
work in Cofan Dureno, Ecuador to 
mitigate the pollution done by Texa-
co (now Chevron) in the 1970s, said 
Jason Graham, chapter president 
and graduate chemical engineering 
student.
If the group’s request is accepted 
by Engineers without Borders-USA, 
then the members can begin work 
on engineering water catchment 
systems to provide clean water to 
residents, Graham said.
SEE ENGINEERING PAGE 2
Students attend the nonprofit fair at the Student Union yesterday. Photo by Derik 
Irvin / Spartan Daily
by David Wong
Staff Writer
Nonprofit groups aid students in job search
Th e SJSU Career Center hosted an 
open forum for nonprofi t and public 
service organizations yesterday aft er-
noon in the Student Union Ballroom.
“Th is is a way for students to fi nd 
help in searching for a job,” said 
Moira Srago, the center’s liberal arts 
employment specialist and event orga-
nizer. “Th e workshop and forum will 
give students the approach they need 
in working for a nonprofi t organiza-
tion.”
Srago said she wants to see 
students interact and work with the or-
ganizations that came.
“Th e goal is to assist students 
in connecting to a wide variety of 
organizations,” Srago said.  “We hope 
they can come and build a relationship 
with the government and nonprofi t 
sectors.”
Th e event started in the Umunhum 
room with a workshop on careers 
in the nonprofi t sector from Idealist.
org, a website that helps people fi nd 
volunteer work and internships.
Kara Montermoso, human resources 
operations manager for Idealist.org, 
talked about the ways to approach a job 
with a nonprofi t organization as well as 
resources and tips for success.
by Christian Gin
Staff Writer
SEE NONPROFIT PAGE 2
Collaborating 
class aims to 
reduce waste
by Rebecca Duran
Staff Writer
-Bale Huynh, 
industrial technology 
manufacturing major
“... we’re going to help 
develop lean products 
that are more efficient.”
SEE NEWS PAGE 3
SEE CLASS PAGE 2
Campus Voices: 
What are your plans for 
St. Patrick’s Day?
Illustration by Leo Postovoit / Spartan Daily
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Today’s Phrase: 
“Explore the Reasons”
Contest Rules:
Find the phrase of the day in each 
edition of Spartan Daily on 
March 14, 15, 19 and 20
Bring at least three of the four phrases of 
the day into Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209 
from March 19-21 between 2-4 PM to be 
entered into the drawing to win two tickets 
to Cirque du Soleil’s Totem! 
“I liked the workshop by 
(Montermoso),” SJSU alumna 
Megan Olea said. “She was 
inspiring because it gave me 
hope to fi nd my niche for 
opportunity in nonprofi t.”
Aft er the opening pre-
sentation, various organiza-
tions off ered opportunities for 
volunteer work and possible in-
ternships.
“It’s great that this event 
included things for a di-
verse amount of majors,” said 
Magued Ghobreal, a junior me-
chanical engineering major. “I 
was looking for internships, and 
there were several diff erent ap-
plications that were worth look-
ing at.”
In total, there were 33 
nonprofi t organizations and 
services that were present to 
talk and give possible off ers to 
att endees.
For example, one of the orga-
nizations there was the Asian- 
Americans for Community In-
volvement (AACI).
“We help with the communi-
ty around Santa Clara County,” 
said Christina Bautista, a men-
tal health counselor for AACI. 
“Th is organization will provide 
service and healthcare to the 
South Bay.”
Among the local non-
profi t organizations present 
was the Fashion Your Mind 
Organization (FYMO).
Th e organization is based 
in San Jose and provides 
classes about fashion and art, 
according to its website.
“While we teach fashion arts 
and have expertise, we do much 
more than that,” said Tiff any 
Mays, chief executive offi  cer 
of FYMO. “Th e money we raise 
will proceed to cancer patients 
and those struggling medically.”
Th ere were other major 
organizations represented at 
this event included the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, Th e 
United Way and the YMCA of 
Silicon Valley.
Th ere were also government-
run organizations present such 
as the Food and Drug Admin-
istration, the Peace Corps and 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency.
Some students said they felt 
that this event gave them a win-
dow for new opportunities in 
the nonprofi t fi eld.
“Th ere was a good variety of 
organizations available,” said Aji 
Singh, a senior health and safety 
major. “I liked the portfolio of 
job off ers that I saw because I 
wanted to fi nd an internship op-
portunity.”
On the fl ip side, there were 
people who were hoping for 
more opportunities in what 
they were interested in.
“Th is was informative for 
me on fi nding an internship,” 
SJSU alumna Andrea Kennedy 
said. “Unfortunately, I felt there 
wasn’t anything that interested 
me.  It’s as if I was bett er off 
going to the Career Center in-
stead.”
Srago said she hopes 
for students to fi nd success 
with the organizations who 
presented themselves.
“I hope that students 
gained knowledge on how 
to position themselves to 
launch a career,” Srago said. 
“Hopefully this prepares them 
for the near future.”
FROM PAGE 1
NONPROFIT: 33 groups in attendance
“To make these (projects) 
successful, having people that 
are knowledgeable in business, 
health science, public health, 
languages (and) Latin Ameri-
can culture are critical pieces 
once the technology has been 
built,” he said. “It’s actually an 
avenue for people across the 
whole school to join in.”
Th e student chapter is 
associated with Engineers 
without Borders-USA and 
Engineers without Borders-
San Francisco Professional 
Chapter and the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, 
according to the chapter’s 
website.
“A number of engineer-
ing clubs are discipline-spe-
cifi c — this is one club that is 
derived from the college,” said 
Stacy Gleixner, chemical and 
materials engineering profes-
sor and the chapter’s adviser. 
“As we get this (application) 
approved, we should fi gure 
out what departments to reach 
out to.”
Engineers without Borders-
USA was founded at the Uni-
versity of Colorado Boulder 
in 2000 by Angel Tzec, a land-
scaper, and Bernard Amadei, 
a civil engineering professor 
at the university, according to 
the history page on the orga-
nization’s website.
Th e role of the organiza-
tion is to help collaborate 
with locals to lay down infra-
structure to improve society 
and then allow the residents 
of the region to maintain 
and improve upon the origi-
nal collaborative project, ac-
cording to the organization’s 
website.
“I think organizations like 
Engineers Without Borders 
…   look for solutions that are 
using local materials (and) 
local knowledge base, rather 
than taking somebody from 
some elements or some solu-
tions from a developed envi-
ronment,” said SJSU president 
Mohammad Qayoumi at a 
news conference with student 
media on March 6.
Engineers without Borders 
has grown to now include 
12,000 volunteers, comprised 
of both students and profes-
sionals, that work on 350 proj-
ects in 45 developing countries 
— it has over 250 chapters and 
covers 180 college campuses, 
according to the organiza-
tion’s website.
David Njuguna, a junior 
chemical engineering major 
said that by working with 
Engineers without Borders, 
students would get fi rst-
hand engineering experience 
and interactions with other 
people.
“I’ve worked with Red 
Cross for two years, so I know 
what these guys did — when 
it comes to Engineers without 
Borders, I think this is the best 
way for engineers to get expe-
rience,” Njuguna said.
FROM PAGE 1
ENGINEERING: Improving local 
areas with new infrastructure
Hall said she took the class 
while in the department of avi-
ation and technology.
“I did the project at school 
in the Lean Manufacturing 
class, and I thought it would be 
a good fi t to bring it in-house,” 
Cross said.
It is the second time this 
partnership has taken place, 
and Cross said he hopes 
it becomes a long-term 
partnership.
Th e class has three manda-
tory meetings at MASS Preci-
sion, the next one taking place 
aft er spring break, Cross said.
Th e class’ fi nal presentation 
is scheduled to take place on 
May 8, Hall said.
Th e groups will be going in 
on their own time to work on 
the project, which is important 
to completing it and working 
toward gett ing the internship, 
Hall said.
Students will be partnering with MASS Precision manufacturing to create products that will help aid in 
the reduction of waste. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily 
FROM PAGE 1
CLASS: Final presentation May 8
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• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900CAMERA 7
CAMERA 12
CAMERA 3
For showtimes, advance tix and more, go to
cameracinemas.com
Best Theaters -- SJ Merc, Metro & Wave Readers
Seniors/Kids/Students -- $7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3/LG)
$7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3/LG) b4 6pm M-F & 4pm Sat-Sun
◆ Sony 4K Digital (C7) • ✔ Final Week • * No Passes
      All Shows Before 12 noon Now Only $5.00
• 41 N. Santa Cruz • 395-0203LOS GATOS
• 288 S. Second, S.J. • 998-3300
• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900CAMERA 7
• 201 S. 2nd St, S.J. • 998-3300CAMERA 12
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm
THE S.F. INT. ASIAN-AMERICAN FILM FEST
Friday through Sunday, March 16-18
Always Plenty of Free Validated Parking All Sites
*JEFF WHO LIVES AT HOME (R)
*SALMON FISHING IN THE YEMEN (PG-13)
*FRIENDS WITH KIDS (R)   ✔*IN DARKNESS (R)
◆DR. SUESS’ THE LORAX (in 2D/3D) (PG)
✔◆THE ARTIST (PG-13)    ✔◆HUGO 3D (PG)
*21 JUMP STREET (R)   *CASA DE MI PADRE (R)
*SILENT HOUSE (R)     A SEPARATION (PG-13)
*JOHN CARTER (in 2D) (PG-13)
*A THOUSAND WORDS (PG-13)    RAMPART (R)
THE LORAX (in 2D/3D) (PG)    PROJECT X (R)
GOOD DEEDS (PG-13)    THE ARTIST (PG-13)
ACT OF VALOR (R)     WANDERLUST (R)
SAFE HOUSE (R)     CHRONICLE (PG-13)
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm
THE LORAX (in 2D) (PG)   ✔THE ARTIST (PG-13)
OPENS 3/23!
THEATER RENTALS -- CALL 395-6465
DISCOUNT (10 Admits/$60) / GIFT CARDS
THE HUNGER GAMES
◆*JOHN CARTER 3D/2D (PG13) D-BOX SEATS
DELICACYFOOTNOTE
COMMENTARY
“Nush-e Jan” means the same thing as “Bon Appetit.” Th e 
dishes shared during Norooz recall the new season.
• Sabzi Polo Mahi – Th e main Norooz symbolizes 
spring: bounty (rice), growth (green herbs) and fresh-
ness (white fi sh). Commonly used herbs are chives, 
cilantro, parsley, green onions and dill. “Sabz” means 
green, and “sabzi” refers to vegetables.
• Kookoo Sabzi – Th e eggs in this vegetable and herb 
fritt ata represent fertility. Th e same herbs used for the 
rice pilaf-like dish, plus spinach and walnut.
• Baghalia Polo – A fava bean and dill rice dish usually 
eaten with chicken.
• Reshteh Polo and Rash Reshteh – Both noodle 
dishes. Noodles represent wishes to unravel the knot-
ty problems of life and to help you grab a hold of life’s 
reins and guide you to success.
• Reshteh Polo – Th is noodle and rice dish uses roasted 
noodles.
• On the 13th day of Norooz, people eat Rash Reshteh, a 
warm noodle, kidney bean and herb soup.
NUSH-E JAN!
Norooz, the Persian New 
Year, not only celebrates re-
newal and an ancient culture, 
but also touches upon a deeper, 
pertinent issue.
At 10:14 p.m. on Monday, 
March 19, Norooz will begin 
here on the West Coast, at the 
exact moment of the vernal 
equinox – when the sun crosses 
the equator and winter ends.
Th e ancient 3,000-year-old 
tradition calls for a renewal 
and a celebration of nature 
and evokes pride in those who 
observe it.
“So oft en people don’t know 
that everyday life for Iranians 
is constituted by their diffi  cul-
ties, their human struggles and 
their human beauty,” said Per-
sis Karim, associate professor 
of English and director of the 
Iranian studies program.
“Even though the govern-
ment of Iran has been really 
hard on its people, Iranians will 
celebrate (Norooz) come hell or 
high water,” she said.
Th e tradition’s festivities 
continue for 13 days and in-
clude lots of partying, refl ect-
ing and feasting as well as 
Persian lore and symbolism.
“It’s something that keeps 
us Persian,” said Maryan 
Saniean, a graduate urban and 
regional planning student. “It’s 
something that connects us to 
our past.”
Neither national nor reli-
gious, the tradition has its roots 
in Persian and Zoroastrian 
culture.
Zoroastrianism is an ancient 
and still practiced religion that 
has also become a cultural as-
pect of the heritage of Persia 
and Iran.
Saniean said Norooz is 
about rebirth and nature, but 
how Iran is oft en depicted in 
the media doesn’t parallel the 
celebrated tradition.
“I don’t know how Iranians 
can be considered negative 
people,” she said.
Layla Forooghi, a freshman 
English and humanities major, 
said she thinks that the media 
portrays Iranians through a 
narrow lens, and that it’s not 
fair when people assume she 
automatically hates Israel.
She added that the Iranian 
people are diff erent from the 
Iranian government.
Karim said it is essential for 
people to realize that Iran has a 
vibrant culture
“It’s kind of important, at a 
time when the U.S. really has 
so many negative views of Iran, 
to fi nd things to share with 
people that not only humanize 
but show the beauty of a cul-
ture that is sometimes obscured 
by the rhetoric of governments 
and media headlines that seem 
to be forgett ing that everyday 
Iranians have to make their 
way in this very diffi  cult time 
when there’s sanctions and the 
fear of war,” Karim said.
Norooz is a holiday every-
one celebrates — Muslims, 
Jews, Christians and secular 
people.
“It is a purely cultural 
holiday that has been tainted 
by very few religious quali-
ties,” Forooghi said. “In that 
way, it combats … previous 
assumptions.”
According to Karim, when 
Islam came to Iran and Mus-
lims conquered Iran, they did 
not att empt to eradicate many 
deeply rooted Persian tradi-
tions, which included Norooz.
One reason she said she cel-
ebrates Norooz is because she 
likes to connect to the people 
for whom this holiday is im-
portant to, and she calls her 
relatives in Iran and shares 
Norooz with her son’s class.
Norooz seems to have sur-
vived because of a human 
longing for stories, heritage, 
refl ections and connections.
“For me, Norooz symbolizes 
peace, beauty and a connection 
greater than government and 
agendas,” Karim said.
Taraneh Hemami, a Bay 
Area-based artist who grew 
up in Tehran, spoke at SJSU on 
March 8 about her work on Ira-
nian identity and its occlusion 
and presented numerous works 
that dealt with providing self-
representation to Iranians and 
telling their stories.
She explained that work 
titled “Most Wanted: Curtain” 
scrutinizes the perception and 
image of “the new enemy.”
Th e piece is a beaded curtain 
that depicts a “Most Wanted” 
terrorist poster from aft er 9/11 
and shows bearded men and 
veiled women with their faces 
blurred, and it asks where ste-
reotypes come from and the 
connection between image and 
identity, Hemami said.
Her project, called “Homes,” 
explores the private homes of 
Iranian families living in the 
Bay Area, allowing stories of 
everyday lives to be told, which 
also humanizes and spotlights a 
lesser-known story.
Forooghi, whose family is 
visiting from Iran this week, 
said the discriminatory burden 
placed on Iranians and Iranian-
Americans causes the people to 
lose their voice.
“Individual identity is defi -
nitely highlighted with Norooz, 
and because of the fact that the 
holiday is shared among Irani-
ans, it allows them to put away 
all barriers and allows outsid-
ers to appreciate the culture as 
an honestly beautiful holiday,” 
Forooghi said.
by Samantha Clark
Staff Writer
Illustration by Nic Aguon / Spartan Daily
TOMORROW:
FRIDAY, March 16
Norooz – Persian New Year | 12 p.m. – 1 p.m.
Learn how it’s celebrated: past and present traditions; 
tickets for Sunday’s party available.
MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center, Student Union, 
second fl oor.
SUNDAY, March 18
Happy Persian New Year “Norooz” | 3 p.m.– 7 p.m.
Aft ernoon Tea and Celebration. Free tickets available 
at 3/16 Norooz event.
Celebrate Norooz at Café Pomegranate and enjoy Persian 
teas, snacks, music, dancing and a slide show and meet 
Baba Norooz, who will have gift s. Th ere is no charge for 
the party, but you will need a ticket, which you may pick 
up on Friday, March 16, at the Persian New Year program 
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. or at Café Pomegranate prior.
Information gathered from SJSU Today.
THURSDAY, March 22
Norooz Celebration | 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Come for a showcase of how diff erent regions celebrate 
Norooz, an “evil eye” craft  activity and free Persian food.
CVB RAC: Campus Village Building B in the Resident 
Activity Center 
ART EXHIBIT:
RECOLLECTIONS: Art & the Archive of an Iranian-
American Journey.
Taraneh Hemami
Ends March 30
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, second fl oor.
EVENTS
This dish is Sabzi Polo Mahi, the main Norooz dish which 
symbolizes spring: bounty (rice), growth (green herbs) and 
freshness (white fish). Photo by Jeff Cianci / Spartan Daily
Norooz is full of lore and symbols of fertility and spring. Persians have regarded the number seven (haft ) and the lett er “s” (sin) as 
magical, so they place seven items, all beginning with “s,” on a special large cloth spread out for the celebration over a table or on 
the fl oor.
7 Main Items:
1. SABZEH – Sprouts, wheat or lentils representing rebirth
2. SAMANU – A sweet pudding in which common wheat sprouts are transformed and given new life; the creamy dish 
represents the sophistication and complexity of Persian cooking
3. SEEB – An apple representing health and beauty
4. SENJED – Th e sweet, dried fruit of the lotus tree represents love; Lore states that when a lotus tree is in full bloom, its 
fragrance and fruit make people fall in love
5. SEER – Garlic, which represents medicine
6. SOMAQ/SUMAC BERRIES – Represents the color of sunrise and the good the sun brings, which conquers evil
7. SERKEH – Vinegar to represent age and patience
HAFT-SIN TABLE
1
3
4
5
6
7
2
The Persian New Year
For more content, go to spartandaily.com
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Classiﬁeds
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3 by 3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively.
Check back daily for 
new sudoku puzzles and 
solutions.
How to Play
Today’s Crossword Puzzle
Previous Puzzle Solved
ACROSS
  1 Zoo denizen
 4 Kind of 
center or 
duty
 9 Source of 
activity
 14 “Do the Right 
Thing” piz-
zeria owner
 15  Upstate New 
York city
 16  What an 
active vol-
cano may do
 17   Stops, as a 
speeder
 19  Love of ﬁne 
art
 20 “Silas 
Marner”  
author 
George
 21  Chief port of 
Yemen
 23 Compact 
clump
 24 Gangster’s 
gun, in slang
 26 Apt to cause 
the willies
 28 Miscellany
 32 Afternoon 
indulgence
 35 Kennel 
sounds
 36 Authenticated
 38 Computer or 
chess group
 40 One of the 
ﬁve senses
 43 Beer choice
 44 Amend, as an 
atlas  
section
 46 ___ Orange, 
N.J.
 48 Autograph 
hound’s 
necessity
 49 Periods of 
seedings and 
plantings
 53 Asian part of 
Egypt
 54 Moral 
principles
 58 Silly fellow
 60 1816 Austen 
novel
 63 Hindu 
noblewoman 
(Var.)
 64 Munchhau-
sen’s title
 66 Display anger, 
perhaps
 68 Isolated from 
others
 69 Antelope on 
the Serengeti
 70 After-hours 
school gp.
 71 Begin again
 72 Pastry shop 
choices
 73 Simple 
ending?
DOWN
  1 On the 
say-so of
 2 Saint in Brazil
 3 American Im-
migrant Wall 
of Honor’s 
island
 4 Guardianship
 5 “What was 
___ think?”
 6 “___ Las 
Vegas” (Pres-
ley ﬂick)
 7 Clinched, as a 
victory
 8 Drive 
recklessly
 9 “My Name is 
Asher ___” 
(Potok novel)
 10 Not a fake
 11  Elvis facial 
feature
 12 ___ no good 
(scheming)
 13  Bang, as one’s 
toe
 18  Plumb crazy
 22 One of 
Hollywood’s 
Beattys
 25 Work on a 
rough cut
 27 Speed a 
motor
 29 Aromatherapy 
locale
 30 Worthwhile 
thing
 31  Lot or spot
 32 Big ATM 
manufac-
turer
 33 Tavern 
potables
 34 Works out 
with weights
 37 Where Daniel 
prevailed
 39 Choir 
member
 41 Mai ___ 
(cocktail)
 42 Salinger’s 
“For ___ — 
With Love 
and Squalor”
 45 Wrestling 
victory
 47 Groups of 
four
 50 Scottish 
rejection
 51  Cocktail 
made with 
lime juice 
and vodka
 52 Ayatollah’s 
predecessor
 55 Unsuitable
 56 Poem 
composed of 
quotations
 57 Alternative 
to a sport 
utility vehicle
 58 Ski lift
 59 Cloth ridge
 61  “___ 18” 
(Leon Uris 
novel)
 62 Out yonder
 65 Also 
improved, 
presumably
 67 Razer’s 
supply
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DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim 
for products or services advertised 
below nor is there any guarantee 
implied.  The classified columns 
of the Spartan Daily consist of 
paid advertising and offers are 
not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements 
in these columns may refer the 
reader to specific telephone 
numbers or addresses for additional 
information.  Classified readers 
should be reminded that, when 
making these further contacts, they 
should require complete information 
before sending money for goods 
or services.  In addition, readers 
should carefully investigate all firms 
offering employment listings or 
coupons for discount vacations or 
merchandise. 
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March Madness: Previewing the men’s and women’s tourneys
COMMENTARY
Four women’s teams to watch
For the NCAA women’s 
basketball bracket, you are 
only going to have to pay 
att ention to four of the 64 
teams.
Okay, maybe six, but that’s 
being generous.
I’m more of a casual fan 
when it comes to women’s 
college hoops, but it was no 
surprise that the few teams I 
knew of were seeded at No. 1 
in the brackets.
Baylor, Notre Dame, Stan-
ford and Connecticut — all 
teams that have been domi-
nating all season.
Baylor (30-0) is gunning for 
a national championship and 
is the seventh school in NCAA 
women’s basketball history to 
go undefeated for an entire 
season.
In the last 10 games, center 
Britt ney Griner has been a mon-
ster, scoring more that 40 points 
twice, including a 45-point 
game in the Big-12 tournament 
this past weekend. 
She averages 23 points a 
game, and with her height 
she’s able to recognize dou-
ble teams and pass out of 
them, especially to perimeter 
sharpshooter guard Odyssey 
Smith.
Th e only team that could 
stand in the Bears’ way is 
No. 2 seed Tennessee Vol-
unteers who lost in an early 
November match-up against 
Baylor, when Griner brought 
the Bears back from an eight-
point defi cit.
Connecticut (29-4) by its 
own standards has had a be-
low-average season since the 
loss of last season’s women’s 
player of the year Maya Moore, 
but has grown throughout the 
past fi ve months.
Th e Huskies took a hard 
loss to St. John but beat Notre 
Dame in the Big East tourna-
ment championship.
Leading the Irish (30-3) 
threat are guards Skylar Dig-
gins and Natalie Novosel, 
who combine for an average 
of 32 points per game and are 
out to avenge their loss to 
Connecticut.
Stanford (31-1), also lost to 
Connecticut this season, but 
won 28 consecutive games 
since, with no intentions 
of looking back in hopes of 
winning their fi rst win in 20 
years.
Leading the Cardinals is 
the post tag-team of Chiney 
and Nneka Ogwumike, sisters 
known to bang and dominate 
the boards, with sports crit-
ics naming them the two best 
players in the Fresno region.
Reading through several 
sports blogs and analyst re-
ports, most commentators fa-
vor the No. 1 seeds to make it 
to the Final Four with a few 
wild card exceptions.
No. 2 Duke lost to No. 2 
Kentucky, Notre Dame and 
Connecticut in the regular 
season, but they run a winning 
off ense behind guard Chelsea 
Gray and eff ective perimeter 
shooting, but miss its post 
presence in Richa Jackson.
No. 3 Delaware has the 
pieces to even beat Baylor, but 
its lack of consistency and co-
hesiveness sets them back.
Top scorer Elena Delle 
Donne averages 27.5 points 
per game and for a time Dela-
ware ranked in the top re-
bounds, but when matched-up 
against the much bigger No. 2 
Maryland team, Delaware only 
pulled down 29 rebounds com-
pared to Maryland’s 39.
Statistics can only do so 
much when it comes to predict-
ing sports, what it really comes 
down to are team dynamics, 
mentality and talent.
Th e tricky part with col-
lege women’s hoops is that 
for the past number of years, 
the spread of talent between 
schools is like hot and cold – 
teams are either really good or 
really bad, and the dominant 
teams are evident early on in 
the season.
Th is can potentially leave 
out the whole “Cinderella 
story” concept that is associ-
ated with sports in general 
— the team that was deemed 
unlikely to be successful but 
somehow pulls wins.
Everyone likes a Cinder-
ella story, everyone likes to 
root for the underdog, but in 
this case, I’d have to favor the 
dominating team to cut down 
the net.
In this case with women’s 
hoops, it’s a rare gem to fi nd a 
player like Griner.
With the size and physi-
cality that matches some of 
the men’s players, she also 
possesses a feel for the game, 
coupled with the kind of bas-
ketball IQ that is ingrained in 
college basketball, especially 
in the women’s division.
Baylor is looking for a tro-
phy to be the icing on the cake 
of an undefeated season, an 
accomplishment that can be a 
Cinderella story by itself.
by Nina Tabios
Staff Writer
Men’s NCAA tournament is the 
best event on sporting calendar
Th ere is not a more entertaining time in sports 
than right now.
Sure, the playoff s of basketball, football and 
baseball are all special periods in sports, given the 
amount of time and energy that goes into the reg-
ular season, followed by it culminating with six 
grueling weeks of pressure-fi lled pandemonium.
However, it does not get more thrilling, gut-
wrenching and heart-breaking than the NCAA 
tournament, and this Th ursday and Friday are the 
days at the epicenter of the excitement.
64 teams batt ling for one spot atop the rest with 
their opposition giving everything they have to pull 
off  the coveted upset that defi nes March Madness.
A team with much less to play for can beat a 
team with everything to play for and create a Cin-
derella story with one shot — that is why this time 
of the year is great.
Th at one shot is the main reason why March 
Madness is exactly that.  Th e fi nal shot going 
through the net with zero seconds left  on the 
clock is what the fans live for, and we are guaran-
teed to get several of them in the games that will 
be played Th ursday through Sunday.
Forget the Super Bowl and forget Game 7 of 
the Major League Baseball playoff s or the Na-
tional Basketball Association playoff s. Th e NCAA 
tournament is the most anticipated sporting event 
of the entire year because it never disappoints.
I take it seriously.
I save my pennies all year and typically watch 
them fl y away come the month of March thanks 
to the cruel but oh-so-pleasing madness that 
March entails.
Sad to say, I have not gone to school on the 
fi rst Th ursday of the NCAA tournament for the 
last four years.
Midterms can wait, but the madness cannot.
Th is year’s Big Dance forecast looks promising 
to say the least, with too many upset opportuni-
ties to count and not a clear winner in sight, un-
less Kentucky runs the table, which is the correct 
answer if you are playing along at home.
Several critical storylines jump out at me be-
fore the tournament begins, with Syracuse center 
Fab Melo bench-ridden for the entire tournament 
because of academic ineligibility issues and North 
Carolina forward John Henson nursing a wrist 
injury.
Also, the hott est teams heading into the tour-
nament are Vanderbilt, Cincinnati, Louisville, 
Michigan State and Florida State.  If history has 
shown us anything in sport, it is that teams rid-
ing a hot streak tend to continue it throughout the 
NCAA Tournament.
I am not going to give insight into the en-
tirety of my NCAA bracket predictions.  Don’t 
worry, you will get to view them on ESPN once 
the public gets word I have picked the perfect 
bracket.
For now, adjust your brackets accordingly, sit 
on your couch and enjoy the madness.
by Scott Semmler
Sports Editor
Kentucky forward Anthony Davis (23) attempts a 
dunk against Vanderbilt forward Festus Ezeli on 
March 11, 2012.  Photo by Pablo Alcala / MCT
Thursday, March 15, 2012 SpartanDaily.com OPINION  5
Editorial Board
Ron Gleeson, Executive Editor
Britt any Patt erson,
Managing Editor
Jasper Rubenstein, Photo Editor
Dorian Silva, Photo Editor
Section Editors
Nick Celario, Sports Editor
Scott  Semmler, Sports Editor
Jeff rey Cianci, A&E Editor
Christina Molina, A&E Editor
Wesley Dugle, Opinion Editor
Margaret Baum, Features Editor
Leo Postovoit, Tech Editor
Production Desk
Nic Aguon, Production Editor
Daniel Herberholz, 
Production Editor
Angelisa Ross, 
Multimedia Editor
Matt  Gerring, Online Editor
Copy Desk
Chris Marian 
Cynthia Ly
Jeremy Infusino
Daniel Herberholz
Senior Staff  Writers
Ashley Finden
Francisco Rendon
Danreb Victorio
Staff  Writers
Samantha Clark
Rebecca Duran
Eddie Fernandez
Christian Gin
Alyxandra Goodwin
Ty Hargrove
Megan Mills
Julie Myhre
Gregory Nelson
Angelisa Ross
Boris Slager
Nina Tabios
Julie Tran
David Wong
Staff  Photographers
Sierra Duren
Raphael Kluzniok
Derik Irvin
Contributing Photographers
Jack Barnwell
Jesse Jones
Brian O’Malley
Nick Rivelli
Jason Reed
James Tensuan
Advertising Staff 
Amanda Fuller, Ad Director
Justin Acosta, 
Assistant Ad Director
Laura Hulberg, Creative Director
Kristine Young,
Assistant Creative Director
James Coyle
Alexander de Leon
Shanique Flynn
Luis Marquez
Russell Soffi  ott o
Sandra Tam
Hang Tran
Susan Tran
Errol Villasanta
Tiff any Yang
Advisers
Mack Lundstrom, News
Jan Shaw, News
Kim Komenich, Photo
Tim Hendrick, Advertising
Tim Burke, Production Chief
Tim Mitchell, Design
Pat Wallraven, Manager
Distribution
DaMarlynn Wright
Th omas Trump
Serving San José State University since 1934
Spartan 
Daily
www.spartandaily.com
Lett ers to the editor may be placed in 
the lett ers to the editor box in the Spartan 
Daily offi  ce in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, emailed to 
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com or the 
Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose, CA 
95192-0149.
Lett ers to the editor must contain the 
author’s name, address, phone number, 
signature and major. Lett ers become proper-
ty of the Spartan Daily and may be edited for 
clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only 
lett ers of 300 words or less will be consid-
ered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements 
do not necessarily refl ect the views of the 
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication or SJSU. Th e Spartan 
Daily is a public forum.
Opinion Page Policy
Rush Limbaugh vs. Sandra Fluke: Did Limbaugh go too far this time?
Backlash from liberal media shows biasRadio host should be kicked off the air 
Conservative radio show 
host Rush Limbaugh is under 
a lot of deserved scrutiny aft er 
he called a law student deroga-
tory names last month.
I am a liberal young adult 
and have never been a fan of 
Limbaugh, but I oft en listen 
to him to allow myself to hear 
opinions, which usually op-
pose mine, and for the pure 
comedic entertainment.
Usually his rants and un-
informed opinions make me 
a litt le upset, but none of 
them made me as outraged as 
I was when he spoke of the 
Georgetown University stu-
dent Sandra Fluke.
For those who don’t know, 
Fluke is a young woman who 
spoke about the Aff ordable 
Care Act Contraception Regu-
lation during a Congressional 
Hearing.
She talked about the impor-
tance of coverage of contracep-
tion for fi nancial, emotional 
and physical aspects of wom-
en’s health.
Fluke gave many examples 
of her peers that were in need 
of contraception for ovary re-
lated issues and other health 
related issues, not just to pre-
vent pregnancy.
Th at aspect of the pill is ac-
tually something I am quite fa-
miliar with since I was put on 
the pill when I was 14 to help 
my severe acne.
I wasn’t using it to prevent 
pregnancy either.
Th e same week Fluke gave 
her statement, Limbaugh ridi-
culed and called her names on 
his radio show.
He explained she spoke be-
fore a congressional committ ee 
“and essentially says she must 
be paid to have sex. What does 
that make her? It makes her a 
slut, right? It makes her a pros-
titute. She wants to be paid 
to have sex … She’s having so 
much sex she can’t aff ord the 
contraception.”
OK, fi rst of all it is obvious 
that Limbaugh didn’t listen to 
a word Fluke said to the com-
mitt ee because she didn’t men-
tion the use of contraception as 
pregnancy prevention.
She mostly talked about the 
health issues that require treat-
ment with the pill, like ovarian 
cysts.
Second of all, it is obvious 
that he has no idea how wom-
en take birth control.
It seems that Limbaugh 
needs to take a sex education 
class.
For those who aren’t famil-
iar with the birth control pill, 
women must take it once a day 
around the same time each day 
for it to be eff ective.
According to Planned Par-
enthood, birth control pills 
have many benefi ts includ-
ing protection against acne, 
bone thinning, ovarian cancer, 
heavy or irregular periods and 
much more.
If Limbaugh did any re-
search on the pill, he would 
have learned some of those 
benefi ts.
For three days following his 
initial comments, Limbaugh 
continued to ridicule Fluke by 
comparing tax payers to pimps 
and saying if he is paying for 
her contraception he wants her 
to post sex videos online so the 
‘pimps’ can get their money’s 
worth.
His comments were sicken-
ing to me.
It is already bad enough 
that he called her a “slut” and 
“prostitute,” but seriously, he 
had to take it to the next level?
It just shows that Limbaugh 
has no respect for any woman, 
not just Fluke.
Aft er his arrogant com-
ments lost his show more than 
140 advertisers, according to an 
article published by examiner.
com, Limbaugh apologized for 
his comments about Fluke.
Losing nearly 150 sponsors 
is quite a punishment itself, but 
I don’t think it’s enough con-
sidering he is constantly mak-
ing sexist remarks.
For example, during his 
radio show in April of 2004, 
Limbaugh spoke about women 
who protest sexual harass-
ment, “Th ey’re out there pro-
testing what they actually 
wish would happen to them 
sometimes.”
It is a common occurrence.
I know this is probably a 
reach, but I want his show to 
go off -air until he can show re-
spect toward women.
Th at will most likely never 
happen but, as a somewhat oc-
casional listener of Limbaugh, 
I can honestly say I will never 
voluntarily listen to him again.
I hope that his advertisers 
and listeners begin to under-
stand his lack of respect for 
the other gender and begin to 
second guess their decision to 
fund and listen to this horrible 
chauvinist. 
Rush Limbaugh is a fat, an-
gry, former pill addict who says 
mean things about people.
I don’t think that statement 
is untrue on any level.
However, there is one more 
piece to the previous statement 
that brings everything into 
focus.
Rush Limbaugh is a fat, 
angry, former pill addict who 
says mean things about people 
— and millions of people love 
to hear his opinion on the news 
of the day.
Last week, Limbaugh devot-
ed a small portion of his three-
hour show to the comments 
made by former Law Students 
for Reproductive Justice presi-
dent and third-year law stu-
dent Sandra Fluke.
Sandra Fluke presented 
a statement to a nationally 
broadcast congressional pan-
el headed by Senator Nancy 
Pelosi and her statements made 
the day’s news.
Limbaugh’s commentary on 
Sandra Fluke’s statement that 
“contraception, as you know, 
can cost a woman over $3,000 
during law school” was his 
commentary on what he saw 
as an outrageous fi gure.
Th e kind of language Lim-
baugh used to criticize Fluke’s 
statement is in no way justi-
fi ed, but such language is also 
not a rare phenomenon spe-
cifi c to Limbaugh.
It is the exact same kind 
of criticism that drove liberal 
commentator Bill Maher to use 
the epithet “dumb twat” to de-
scribe Sarah Palin.
Th e diff erence is that Lim-
baugh has apologized for his 
use of the term “slut” to de-
scribe Fluke while Maher obsti-
nately refuses to retract his own 
slur.
“Rush, I don’t have spon-
sors,” Maher said facetiously 
during his talk show “Real 
Time with Bill Maher.” “I’m on 
HBO!”
Jimmy Fallon recently had 
to apologize to past presiden-
tial hopeful Michelle Bach-
mann when his house band 
“Th e Roots” welcomed the con-
gresswoman to the stage with 
a song titled “Lyin’ Ass Bitch.”
Th e charge of “assault 
against women” is especially 
apt in this situation considering 
the fact that Bachmann’s title 
of Representative is bestowed 
on her precisely because she is 
an elected representative of the 
people of Minnesota.
Th e list goes on from 
left -wing talk show host Ed 
Schultz calling Laura Ingra-
ham a “right-wing slut” on-
air to David Lett erman joking 
about Sarah Palin’s 14-year-old 
daughter being impregnated 
by Alex Rodriguez at a Yankees 
game.
Both Schultz and Lett erman 
later apologized, but they did 
not face the same public outcry 
and media coverage that Lim-
baugh has faced.
All of these examples of hor-
rible words and questionable 
statements raise an obvious 
question — What’s so diff erent 
about Limbaugh compared to 
the myriad of aforementioned 
shock-jocks?
Th e fact is that people are 
not so much upset about what 
Limbaugh said because they 
listen to Rush Limbaugh, but 
they have been told to be upset 
about it.
Where is the public protest 
against San Francisco Sheriff 
Ross Mirkarimi, who was had 
been under investigation for 
domestic violence against his 
wife, Eliana Lopez, since Janu-
ary and pleaded guilty to false 
imprisonment on March 13, 
2012?
Sheriff  Mirkarimi shares a 
political ideology with those 
in power in California and has 
managed to avoid the spotlight 
while Limbaugh has been thrust 
front and center for a comment, 
not because of the rare vul-
garity of such a comment (as 
we have seen it is quite com-
mon), but because his political 
ideology does not mesh with 
the rest of the entertainment 
media’s.
Th e fact that young, impres-
sionable students can act as a 
valuable ideological army for 
those that would rather not 
have us think for ourselves 
should be kept in mind when 
these stories surface.
Whether we’re being told 
to march on Sacramento for 
education by the same public 
union leaders who are bank-
rupting our schools and pro-
tecting child molesters in Los 
Angeles schools (by expung-
ing teacher misconduct allega-
tion records every four years), 
or we’re being told Limbaugh 
is “waging a war on women,” 
we’re bett er off  looking into 
the issues ourselves and ask-
ing whether or not things are 
really as they seem.
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by 
David
Norman
Staff Writer
by 
Julie
Myhre
More female characters in my cartoons, please?
Whenever I’m watching car-
toons on television, it always 
seems to me that a good ma-
jority of the heroes are always 
male.
From “Th undercats” to “Ben 
10,”  boys and men seem to dom-
inate the airwaves while female 
characters take a secondary role.
Usually, this role always 
seems to be bland and the fe-
male character is oft en trivial-
ized into being a ditz, a damsel 
in distress or a loudmouth.
I get why the creators have 
these roles for women in car-
toons — in order for the male 
viewers to feel comfortable — 
but what about the girls that like 
to watch them?
Th e closest thing I had to 
a really strong female super-
hero was from the show “Sailor 
Moon,” but even the short skirts 
kind of cross the line.
It boggles me that animated 
shows targeted for girls seem 
to be either nonexistent or turn 
into those straight-to-DVD “Bar-
bie’s Magical fi ll-in-the-blank” 
movies that no one seems to 
care about.
Th is lack of representation 
makes me a very sad person, 
but thankfully there are creators 
out there who are realizing that 
females need to have more of a 
presence.
Cartoon Network’s “Adven-
ture Time” is one of my favorite 
shows at the moment and two of 
my favorite characters defy the 
traditional feminine roles.
For those who aren’t famil-
iar with “Adventure Time,” it’s 
about the silly antics of a human 
boy named Finn and his talking 
dog, Jake.
One of the characters in the 
show is Princess Bubblegum, 
who has a bit of sass within her 
personality, but it balances out 
with her love for science.
Sure, she may be wearing a 
tiara and a pink frock, but Prin-
cess Bubblegum’s character is 
assertive and smart.
In contrast, there’s Marceline 
the Vampire Qu een, who has a 
cool demeanor and follows her 
own rules.
Marceline may come off  as 
being slightly sadistic, but she 
does have a big heart, despite 
the fact that she has tomboy 
characteristics.
For something a litt le more 
action-oriented, the entire fe-
male cast of “Avatar: Th e Last 
Airbender” provides an empow-
ering perspective of women in 
cartoons.
Th e creators of the show, 
Bryan Konietzko and Michael 
DiMartino, are some of the few 
people in the animation indus-
try who clearly understand that 
women need to have a fair rep-
resentation for their viewers.
In addition, their spinoff 
“Avatar: Th e Legend of Korra” 
is going to feature a strong 
female character as the main 
protagonist, who is also a per-
son of color.
As soon as I heard that an-
nouncement, I was prett y ec-
static that there’s going to be 
a female protagonist that isn’t 
overly feminine or a complete 
bimbo.
In an interview with the 
Wall Street Journal, Konietzko 
and DiMartino said that re-
gardless of sex, a person can be 
powerful.
“We just don’t subscribe to 
the conventional wisdom that 
you can’t have an action se-
ries led by a female character,” 
Konietzko said. “It’s kind of 
nonsense to us.”
So if two male animators 
think that it’s all right to have 
a main female protagonist, why 
can’t other people?
If I hear people saying that 
cartoons are only for boys or it’s 
childish to even care for this is-
sue, then I will gladly fl ip a table 
onto them.
Regardless if it’s live-action 
or animated, I think it’s impor-
tant to have a fair representation 
of females in the entertainment 
media because there needs to be 
positive role models for girls to 
look up to.
All of the glitz and glamour 
of tiaras and dresses is great, but 
girls need to know that there’s 
more to life than being prett y.
This column
appears
every other 
Wednesday
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Even though Hoi An stands 
in a cursed location where three 
Vietnamese restaurants have 
recently perished, I have high 
hopes.
It specializes in food from 
central Vietnam, specifi cally 
from the city of Hoi An, for 
which the restaurant is named.
Th e city of Hoi An is an 
UNESCO World Heritage Site 
known for its well-preserved tra-
ditional architecture.
Th e atmosphere of the res-
taurant evokes the beauty of the 
city and is decorated with pago-
da-roofed booths, lanterns and a 
classic cyclo.
Featured dishes include the 
specialties indigenous to central 
Vietnam and Hoi An.
Mì Qu ảng ($8) is a classic cen-
tral Vietnamese soup with wide, 
fl at rice noodles yellow from the 
spice turmeric.
Its heartiness comes from 
chicken or pork, prawns and a 
melody of vegetables such as 
cabbage and lett uce.
Other unique additions are 
peanuts and bánh tráng, a rice 
cracker spott ed with black sesa-
mes, which provide a crunchy 
texture.
Th e broth doesn’t reach any-
where near the rim of the bowl 
– there’s just enough broth to 
moisten the noodles, which is 
also unique to the dish.
Th e pleasing clean and 
smooth feel was a delightful 
change from the heaviness of 
pho.
Since it could have benefi ted 
from some kick, and if spice is 
what you seek, create your own 
concoction from the sauces and 
condiments.
Th e Royal Hue dumpling 
plate ($8) recalls the past of cen-
tral Vietnam’s imperial capital 
and was a great way to try a va-
riety of diff erent items.
Hue dumplings are diffi  cult to 
fi nd outside the region or homes, 
even in San Jose.
Th e Bánh Nậm is a rectangu-
lar rice fl our and ground shrimp 
dumpling wrapped in a steamed 
banana leaf, and its fl avors and 
textures felt silky – the sign of a 
good dumpling, my companion 
said.
Southern Vietnamese cuisine 
is vibrant-northern is simpler 
and central emphasizes texture.
People love Bột Lọc, a cres-
cent-shaped pork and shrimp 
dumpling, because of the chewy 
and sticky texture from the fi ll-
ing and the use of tapioca fl our, 
as opposed to rice, which makes 
it clear and translucent.
Ram Ít shares a similar slip-
pery, delicate texture but has an 
added crunch from a rice cracker 
that holds the giant orb.
Eating this can be a litt le dif-
fi cult, so cut an opening at the 
top with the spoon and pour the 
sauce in.
Th e complex Bánh Bèo comes 
in a tiny shallow dish fi lled with 
a rice dumpling that hugs the 
shape of the bowl topped with 
ground shrimp, scallion, fried 
onion and pork crackling.
Chả Tôm ($2) is a shrimp pat-
ty shaped like a thin diamond, 
and Chả Huế ($2) is a pork fl at 
meatball wrapped in a banana 
leaf. Both dishes came with three 
dumplings and were juicy and 
peppery.
Central Vietnam benefi ts 
from an abundance of spices, and 
the dumpling fi llings refl ected 
this characteristic of the region.
Th e dumplings are reason 
enough to try Hoi An.
Th e Crystal Seafood Salad 
($7), Gỏi Phalê Đồ Biển, had 
many delightful layers. Th e 
crunchy clear glass noodles, 
shrimp and vinegary julienned 
cucumbers made a sweet and 
pungent dish.
Th e crispy rice and roasted 
quail ($10), Xôi Phồng Chim Cút, 
was half a success – the quail was 
delicious because it was perfectly 
moist with a nice, crispy skin.
Th e dish comes with limes 
and a small bowl of salt and pep-
per. Squeeze the lime into the 
bowl and dip the quail into the 
mixture.
When it came to the heart-
shaped fried rice cake, I didn’t 
know what to do and found it 
fairly boring. Decently sized, the 
inside had a gooey and spongy 
texture — I just may not be ac-
customed to it, but others around 
me seemed to enjoy it.
Th e oxtail stew was disap-
pointing. An example of fusion 
food from Vietnam’s French 
colonial days, it came with a ba-
guett e to soak up the broth that 
had a strong fl at red wine taste 
and lacked complexity.
Th e oxtails themselves were 
hard, fatt y and cold and could 
have been much bett er quality.
Th is dish embodies the ser-
vice at Hoi An – inadequate. So 
much eff ort was put in the décor 
to whirl diners back to the port 
city and the love for Hoi An is 
obvious, but you have to chase 
down the service, and the food 
and people move slowly.
Th e regional and royal dish 
Bún Bò Huế ($8) is a spicy noo-
dle and beef soup made from 
beef bones that simmered many 
hours and lashed with chili oil 
and lemon grass.
Th e broth was too oily and 
heavy, making it not the clean-
est execution — Bun Bo Hue An 
Nam on Story Road still does it 
best, another example of a res-
taurant with a successful focus.
Despite the service, try Hoi 
An to explore its renditions of 
the hard-to-fi nd regional dishes, 
such as the Hue dumplings.
Central Vietnam was home to 
the old imperial capital and the 
ornate, sophisticated and deli-
cious food from the royal courts 
trickled down, so you can eat like 
a king (or queen).
Hoi An Bistro serves royal cuisine
by Samantha Clark
Staff Writer
SJSU student shakes to the top
Hoi An Bistro, which offers its signature rice dumpling with shrimp toppings, shown above, serves 
Vietnamese fare and royal food from past imperial courts. Photo by Samantha Clark / Spartan Daily
by Alyxandra Goodwin
Staff Writer
Antwoine Tuggerson is an 
SJSU student juggling classes 
and extracurricular activities, 
which include his fraternity, but 
also his passion for salsa.
“I used to not know how to 
dance,” Tuggerson said.
Tuggerson is now the presi-
dent of SJSU’s Salsa Club aft er 
being involved with the club, 
and style of dance, for two 
months.
“I was in eighth grade and I 
had a party at my house,” Tug-
gerson said. “Th ey did the Soul 
Train thing and I did this move. 
It was the most embarrassing 
thing ever and everybody fell on 
the fl oor laughing.”
Tuggerson said he used his 
experience for motivation and 
took four hours out of every day 
and spent them on YouTube to 
practice dancing.
“I took video lessons on how 
to clap on beat, catch rythym, 
nod your head … and then I be-
came really good at hip-hop,” 
Tuggerson said.
Tuggerson was then voted 
“best dancer” in high school.
Now in college, Tuggerson 
enjoys ballroom dance and salsa.
“I fi rst started on the ball-
room dance team and I got real-
ly interested in dancing and the 
Latin style of moving the hips,” 
he said. “I live to move the hips. I 
know it’s kind of weird for guys, 
a lot of guys don’t like to move 
their hips but it’s always a good 
thing, especially when you’re 
dancing.”
Takeshi Young, one of Tug-
gerson’s coaches, said he sees 
Tuggerson taking the club in 
new directions.
“Antwoine is one of the new-
est guys on our team,” Young 
said, “but he learns quickly and 
brings his ballroom fl air to salsa 
dancing.”
Th e team Tuggerson is work-
ing with this year is all-new be-
cause so many members gradu-
ated last year, he said.
SJSU’s salsa team is a top 
competitor in the state for salsa 
competitions. 
Tuggerson said that the team 
took second in an international 
competition and they hope to 
take fi rst at the College Salsa 
Congress next month in Los 
Angeles to keep the title they 
won last year.
He said he was not part of the 
team last year but plans to work 
hard to gain fi rst place again. 
“We’re all friends outside of 
dancing,” he said. “We focus on 
becoming a family because we 
all have to dance one unit.”
Natasha Morales, a sopho-
more business major, said she is 
excited to work with Tuggerson.
“He is a great dancer and I 
look forward to what he has in 
store for us this semester,” she 
said.
Tuggerson said he is excited 
to work with this team because 
everyone is motivated to win.
Salsa has become something 
he’s passionate about because of 
opportunities he’s had to meet 
professional salsa dancers that 
are passionate about the dance, 
Tuggerson said.
“It’s defi nitely changed my 
life in the way that I live and the 
people I’ve met,” he said. “Your 
heart is just pounding no mat-
ter how good you are, and as 
you get on the fl oor you feel like 
you’re home.”
Tuggerson said he still thinks 
on that day in eighth grade when 
his dance moves were laughed at 
and uses that as his motivation 
and foundation for dance.
Salsa Club President Antwoine Tuggerson dances with Dominique DeGrace during a salsa club 
practice Feb. 25, 2012. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily
‘Viette’ to premier in San Jose
Th emes of love, family and 
cultural ties play a signifi cant 
role in the fi lm “Viett e,” which 
will show on Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Camera 3 Cinema at 288 S. 
2nd Street.
Th e fi lm was writt en, created 
by and stars actress/director Mye 
Hoang on a low budget with 
supporting cast Sean McBride 
and Chi Pham.
McBride plays the part of 
Viett e’s American boyfriend, 
Matt , while Pham plays the role 
of her father.
“Th is was a micro-project,” 
Pham said. “It was very chal-
lenging for the crew to fi lm on a 
small budget.”
“Viett e” tells of the story of 
a young Vietnamese-American 
girl confl icted between her 
family’s strict rules and the love 
she has for her American boy-
friend, Matt .
Pham, an SJSU alumus, stars 
as Viett e’s father, who does ev-
erything within his power to 
take control of his daughter’s life 
and sabotage her relationship 
with Matt .
“Th e dad in ‘Viett e’ is iron-
fi sted in his daughter’s involve-
ment with the American boy,” 
Pham said.
Pham graduated in 1992 with 
a master’s degree in French and 
public health, but works as a 
translator for the Vietnamese-
American community in the Bay 
Area.
“Viett e” made its premiere 
during the San Francisco 
International Asian-American 
Film Festival on March 8 with 
audience reactions ranging 
from “visceral” to “ballsy.”
According to Pham, some of 
the topics addressed in the fi lm 
include premarital sex, cultural 
estrangement and domestic vio-
lence.
Hoang stated in a email that 
her initial feelings with the 
“Viett e” premiere made her ner-
vous when it came to the audi-
ence.
“I was nearly petrifi ed, unsure 
if they had stayed to be polite, or 
didn’t understand the fi lm at all,” 
Hoang stated.
Despite her nerves, the au-
dience enjoyed the movie and 
many related to the issues Viett e 
went through with her life, ac-
cording to Hoang.
“Viett e” is a fi lm with a pow-
erful message that transcends 
cultural barriers and strikes deep 
into the emotions that make peo-
ple human in the fi rst place.
by Julie Tran
Staff Writer
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